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St. Alkmundõs Parish Church 

Whitchurch Shropshire  

Rector        Position Vacant  

 

 
 

Churchwarden      Mr John Stokes         663194  

Churchwarden       Mr Phil Williams        663538  

Verger  Funerals/Weddings   Mrs Pauline Stokes        663194  

Electoral Roll Officer   Mr Roly Wyatt         662847  

Organist & Choirmaster  Dr Bob Fowler             01952 586194  

PCC Lay Chair      Mr John Roberts        662084  

PCC Secretary      Mrs Anne Monie        663069  

PCC Treasurer      Mrs Carol Rigley        664544  

Fabric Treasurer     Mr David Clarke        663712  

Church Office      Miss Jo Lavin              665413  

Website        www.stalkmunds.com  

Church Email      stalkmundschurch@btconnect.com   

Sunday Services  

8:00 am Said Communion, Order 2  

9:50 am Ten to Ten Worship Songs  

Junior Church & Sermon Slot meet during the 10:00 am service  

10:00 am Sung Communion, Order 1  

6:30 pm Sung Evensong, BCP 

1st Sunday of every month  

10:00 am Worship Together Communion, Order 1  

1st Sunday in March/June/September/December  

10:00 am Worship Together Communion, Order 1  

11:30 am Sung Mattins, BCP 

(No 6:30 pm Evensong on Mattins Sundays)  

Other Services  

Praise & Play once a month on 2nd Friday at 1:30 pm  

Churchwardensõ Vestry 

Baptism and Wedding dates can be arranged most Tuesday evenings  

in church, from 7:00 pm ñ7:30 pm  

While the Parish is without a Rector the Churchwardens will  be in church 

for ôRectorõs Vestryõ 

Church telephone no. 01948 665413  

Church Office email stalkmundschurch@btconnect.com  

  

 

The Nativity with òreal peopleó 

Christmas Crib Service 2011  



2 

JANUARY 2012  

1
st

  New Yearõs Day ð Naming of Jesus  

    10. 00 a.m.    Worship Together Communion  

6
th

   The Epiphany  

8
th

   Epiphany  

   8. 00 a.m.  Holy Communion  

  10. 00 a.m.  Sung Communion  

   6. 30 p.m.  Sung Evensong  

13
th

   1. 30 p.m.  Praise & Play ð in Church  

15
th

  Epiphany 2  

   8. 00 a.m.  Holy Communion  

  10. 00 a.m.  Sung Communion  

   3. 00 p.m.  Holy Baptism  

   6. 30 p.m.  Sung Evensong  

18
th

  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

   7. 00 p.m.  Churches Together - Short Service for  

    Christian Unity  to be held at St. Georgeõs  

    RC Church, Claypit Street.  

22
nd

  Epiphany 3  

   8. 00 a.m.  Holy Communion  

  10. 00 a.m.  Sung Communion  

    Celebrant & Preacher -   

RT. REVD. JONATHAN GLEDHILL,  

BISHOP OF LICHFIELD  

   6. 30 p.m.  Sung Evensong  

23
rd

  7. 00 p.m.  Churches Together Meeting ð Church Office  

25
th

  The Conversion of St. Paul  

29
th

  Epiphany 4  

   8. 00 a.m.  Holy Communion  

  10. 00 a.m.  Sung Communion  

   6. 30 p.m.  Sung Evensong  

A prayer for this New Year  

Make your ways known upon earth, Heavenly Father, your saving 

power among all peoples.  Renew your Church in holiness and help 

us to serve you with joy.  Guide the leaders of the nations that justice 

may prevail throughout the world.  Let not the needy be forgotten, 

nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  Make us instruments of 

your peace, and let your glory be over all the earth     :       

Lord in your mercy - Hear our prayer  
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GARDEN RESCUE  

Specialists in garden Maintenance. 

Lawn & hedge cutting, pruning, 

weeding, planting, maintenance       

of flowerbeds.  Gardeners of the 

year with 30 years experience.                 

Satisfaction assured.  

Call Anne & Bill  

38 Roman Way, 

Whitchurch  

01948 664947  

Chartered Surveyors È Auctioneers È Valuers È Land & Estate Agents  

Whitchurch Office  
Watergate Street 

Tel: 01948 662281 

) 

BRADBURY BROS LTD 
High Street Whitchurch 

HIGH CLASS BUTCHERS 

 
Ring: 01948 662835 

 

Deep Freeze Meat 

A speciality 

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables daily 

CHESTERS CHOICE 
2, 3 & 3A Bridgewater 

Street, Whitchurch   

Tel:  Whit 01948 667531 

      CALOR GAS 
  In Your Local Area  

Offering Prompt Reliable Service 

Phone Craig 
for a Competitive Price  

on 01939 235300 or 
24hr  01939 235809 

Robinson & Young 
Shrewsbury Rd. Wem SY4 5PA 

M & L V BATE  

PROPERTIES  
 

5 MILL STREET 
WHITCHURCH 
SHROPSHIRE 
SY13 1SE 
 
T 01948 665458 
M 07860 827327 
E mandlvbate@supanet.com 

Estate Agents &  Chartered Surveyors 

STOKES 
Estate Agents  

Valuations dept. 
including Probate & Matrimonial purposes 

In Association with  

BLUESTONE 
Letting Agents  

2 High Street, Wem Tel. (01939) 232471   

HIBBERT LUCAS BUTTER  

Solicitors  

29, St. Maryôs Street 
Whitchurch  

Shropshire SY13 1RA  

       01948 662231  
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Church Organisations & Contacts  

Praise & Play for pre -school children and their parents/carers will continue once 

a month on a Friday, 1:30 pm ð 2:45 pm  

See programme of dates    Rachel Hazlehurst  666720, Heather Wilson  665903  

Junior Church for children aged 2 -11 years meets most Sundays (apart from the 

first in the month) during the 10:00 am service in the Church Office, beginning 

during the first hymn and rejoin the congregation at the Peace.  

Sermon Slot for young people aged 12 years + meets most Sundays (apart from 

the first in the month) during the 10:00 am service,  between the Gospel and the 

Peace.                              Mrs Jane Rylands  663184  

Choir Practices  in church on Wednesdays:           Sunday morning Choir, 6:15 pm  

                             Sunday evening Choir, 7:15 pm  

Bellringers                    Mr John Bates  01939 235752  

Bible Study Group meets regularly in Church                  Mr  Roy Hughes 664573  

Childrenõs Society Secretary                       Mrs Sue Collins 667845  

Flower Rota              Mrs Karen Dixon 890502  

Guild of Service for polishing & brasses in church   Mrs Sue Wainwright 664252  

Tea & Coffee Rota on Sundays                    Mrs Jane Rylands 663184  

Christian Giving      To give regularly to the Church, contact the  Churchwardens  

Envelope & Gift Aid Secretary           Mrs Jackie Wainwright 840656  

C of E Infant School  Head Teacher                Mr Greg Smallbone 662905  

C of E Junior School  Head Teacher                       Ms Diana West  662255  

Bargates (Church) Hall  available for childrensõ parties, dance classes, meetings. 

Bookings & Caretaker                    Mrs Apryl Pettitt 665194  

Treasurer                   Mrs Marjorie Lea  663409  

The Chancel Step ñThe next      

edition, issue 33, of this double -

sided, bi -monthly newsletter will be 

available at the back of church on 

Friday 3rd February 2012, from 

3pm onwards. Copy deadline:    

Monday 30th January 2012  

The Parish Magazine ñThe next 

edition of this bi -monthly booklet 

will be available on Friday 2nd 

March, from 3 pm onwards.  

Copy deadline:  

Monday 27th February 2012  

Richard Yates  
Memorials  

Monumental Mason  
New monuments erected  
Existing memorials renovated  

42 Roman Way  
Whitchurch  
Shropshire SY13 1BJ  
O1948 663433  
Mobile 07875 148715  
richardayates@btinternet.com  
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FEBRUARY 2012  

  2
nd

  The Presentation of Christ in the Temple  / Candlemass  

 5
th

  The Third Sunday before Lent  

   8. 00 a.m.    Holy Communion  

  10. 00 a.m.    Worship Together Communion  

   6. 30 p.m.    Sung Evensong  

 6
th

  60
th

 Anniversary of the  Accession of Queen Elizabeth  11 ð 1952  

 10
th

   1. 30 p.m.    Praise & Play ð in Church   

12
th

  The Second Sunday before Lent  

   8. 00 a.m.    Holy Communion  

  10. 00 a.m.    Sung Communion  

   6. 30 p.m.    Sung Evensong  

 14
th

  St. Valentine ð  Martyr  

19
th

  The Sunday next before Lent  

   8. 00 a.m.    Holy Communion  

  10. 00 a.m.    Sung Communion  

   3. 00 p.m.    Holy Baptism  

   6. 30 p.m.    Sung Evensong  

21
st

  Shrove Tuesday  

22
nd

  Ash Wednesday  

  11. 00 a.m.    Holy Communion BCP     

   7. 30 p.m.    Holy Communion - with hymns  

24th  St. Matthias  ð  Apostle  

26
th

  The First Sunday of Lent  

   8. 00 a.m.    Holy Communion  

  10. 00 a.m.    Sung Communion  

   6. 30 p.m.    Sung Evensong  
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MARCH 2012  

 1
st

  David ð Patron Saint of Wales  

  2
nd

  Chad ð  Bishop of Lichfield  ð Missionary  

 4
th

  The Second Sunday of Lent  

   8. 00 a.m.    Holy Communion  

  10. 00 a.m.    Worship Together Communion  

  11. 30 a.m.    Sung Mattins  

            NO Evensong  
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Dear Friends,  

The Twelve Days of Christmas come to an end on Twelfth Night,             

5 January, when we take down our Christmas decorations. And then 6 

January is the feast of the Epiphany (although there is now permission to 

celebrate it on the nearest Sunday). The word Epiphany is a Greek word 

meaning ôrevelationõ or ômanifestationõ. 

We remember on Epiphany the visit of the wise men, perhaps               

astrologers, the magi, to Jesus. The story is in the second chapter of     

St. Matthewõs Gospel. These wise men have become kings in our carols, 

indeed three kings, given the names Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, 

presumably because they presented three gifts, gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh, to the child.  Legend says that their bodies were enshrined in 

Constantinople after their deaths, and later they were taken to the     

magnificent cathedral in Cologne in Germany. Every year on the feast of 

the Epiphany in the Chapel Royal in London gold, frankincense and 

myrrh are presented at the altar on behalf of the Queen.  

There are many legends about the wise men, but there are two important 

lessons about the event for us to treasure. First, the three gifts are     

symbolic ð gold for a King, frankincense for a God, and myrrh for a     

Saviour. Jesus is our  King, God, and Saviour. Second, the wise men were 

not Jews.  They were Gentiles. Jesus is seen, right from his birth, as the 

King, God, and Saviour of all people, not just of the Jewish people.   

Thatõs why the Book of Common Prayer describes the Epiphany as ôthe 

Manifestation of Christ to the Gentilesõ. Jesus is for all people, for all of 

us. 

Those who have accepted Jesus as King, God, and Saviour bring to him 

their gifts ð not perhaps gold, frankincense, and myrrh, but the gifts of 

their lives and work to Jesusõs feet in worship, faith and love. In joy they 

follow Jesus himself, the star from the east, through the maze of         

life.  Regularly they come to receive new grace and strength from         

the sacrament of Holy Communion. Daily they seek to deepen their    

communion with him in prayer. Each day the friends of Jesus seek to   

discover a little more of the Epiphany, the revelation.  And one day they 

will see Jesus as he is, in glory, and the Epiphany will be complete.  That 

is our glorious hope.  

Thinking about what the visit of the wise men to Jesus means can be a 

great encouragement to Christian people at the beginning of a new year 

ð and indeed throughout the year.  

With every blessing for 2012,  

William Price    

A LETTER FROM CANON WILLIAM PRICE  
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Sunday Service Numbers  

Date 8:00 am  

Comm/Att  

10:00 am  

Communicants  

10:00 am  

Attendance  

6:30 pm  

Attendance  

Total  

Attendance  

06/11/11  

 

21  78  94  20  135  

Remembrance 

Sunday 

13/11/11  

15  No  

Communion  

478  21  514  

20/11/11  

 

15  22  104  60  67  

27/11/11  

 

13  58  63  Christingle  

162  

238  

04/12/11  

 

16  65  73  Mattins  

24  

113  

11/12/11  

 

23  70  76  28  127  

18/12/11  7 61  68  Nine Lessons 

& Carols  

153  

228  

25/12/11  

 

No Service  80  94  No Service  94  

01/01/12  

 

No service  56  58  No service  58  

ST. ALKMUNDõS 

CHURCH HALL, BARGATES 

is available for Hire  

Good facilities ,including kitchen and parking 

CHILDRENõS PARTIES ð MEETINGS KEEP FIT, ETC 
From August 1st the Hall will be available weekday mornings and afternoons, too,  

due to the Playgroup moving to the Brownlow Centre. 

To book ring Phil or Apryl Pettitt, 665194 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

Baptisms  

20th November 2011 ñJasmine Ella Edgerton  

20th November 2011 ñScarlet Lexi Edgerton  

 

Weddings  

There were no weddings in November or December 2011  

 

Funerals  

2nd Nov 2011 ñWilliam Desmond Hopkins ñ 82 years*  

23rd Nov 2011 ñBernard Robert Kellett ñ 67 years  

24th Nov 2011 ñJoan Beryl Beckett ñ 89 years  

*Crematorium Service  

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep:  

Romans 12:15  

 

As reported in the December edition of the Chancel Step 

the Christmas fair raised  £3,077.00 (before deductions). 

Below is a breakdown of how that money was raised. 

Nearly New  £      69.35  Rainbows  £     58.34  

Books £     31.67  Brownies  £   100.32  

Jigsaws £     33.30  Pound Stall  £   106.80  

Cakes £   135.40  Refreshments  £   146.15  

Produce  £   182.30  Father Christmas  £     44.00  

Plants/other items  £     87.00  Prize Draw  £1,721.00  

Tombola  £     80.50  Admission  £   112.01  

Stocking Game  £     10.78  Pick a Lid Game  £     12.40  

Gifts & Toiletries  £     95.10  Toys £     50.58  

  TOTAL  £3,077.00  
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PARISH NEWS 

CHURCH WARDENS 

John Stokes and Phillip Williams met 

with Bishop Mark and the Archdea-

con on 13
th

 December, and it was 

agreed that the position of Rector 

would be re -advertised. After which, 

a short listing of applicants will 

take place. And we are aiming to 

hold interviews during the second 

week of February.  

In the mean time, we are most  

grateful to all the Clergy who have 

supported, and who are continuing 

to support us during the interreg-

num ð Revd. John Tye, Canon     

William Price, Revd. Gerald Davies, 

Revd. Melvin Davies, Revd. John 

Vernon, Father David Pomery, Revd. 

Sue Armstrong and Revd. Daphne 

Hollings, John Malam, Preb. David 

Jenkins, and Preb. Amanda Rylands, 

Mark Rylands, Bishop of Shrews-

bury, Arch Deacon Paul Thomas - 

Quite a team  - We have been so   

fortunate to have all their support 

and help, and we thank them most 

sincerely !!  

 

The Bishop of Lichfield, Bishop, 

Jonathan Gledhill, has offered to 

come to St. Alkmundõs to give his 

support to us also, during the    

interregnum, and so we look      

forward to his visit to St. Alkmundõs 

on Sunday 22
nd

 January to preach 

and celebrate at    the 10 oõclock 

Service;  he will be supported at 

the service by Revd. John Tye, who 

has been so regular week by week 

at our 10 oõclock services.  We hope 

that you,  too,  will come along to 

hear what message Bishop Jonathan 

has for us!  

John Stokes & Phillip Williams  

Church Wardens  

 

Will you  please continue to pray for 

those who have the responsibility 

of choosing a new Rector - thank 

you!  

-------------- 

We are fortunate indeed, that we 

have been able to continue to look 

after our parishioners in various 

capacities, during the interregnum, 

and we are grateful to all who are 

carrying on our work in the commu-

nity.  

----------------- 

SCHOOLS ð Both Infant and Junior 

Schools in the town are Church of 

England Schools, and they have two 

members of our congregation on 

each of their Governing Bodies.  We 

are keen to foster our special     

relations with them, and are       

indebted to Mrs. Anne Monie who 

now goes into the schools each 

week to take Collective Worship 

(which used to be known as School 

Assembly).  

Before the end of the Christmas 

term, a team of volunteers from St. 

Alkmundõs welcomed the three Year 

4 classes from the Junior School to 

the Church for a ôChristmas        

Experienceõ  In small groups, the 8 
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and 9 year olds took a journey 

round the church with 5 stopping 

points, where they were reminded 

of each part of the Christmas story 

and encouraged to take some quiet 

time to think about its impact on 

their young lives ð their need     

perhaps to say ôsorryõ, how they 

might approach challenge, their 

place in the world, the message of 

peace, and what gifts they  would 

bring to Jesus, which they wrote 

down, and which were then placed 

on the Altar in the Lady Chapel 

over the Christmas period - (These 

included - I. Pods, MP3 Players, A 

gold lamp, ôlove,õ and ômore re-

spect for Jesus.!õ).  

We had two wonderful Christmas 

Services in church, also, during the 

last week of term.  

I am glad to say that staff of both 

schools, and the congregation of 

St. Alkmundõs are keen to foster 

our special relationship.  We shall 

be looking forward to seeing the 

Year 5õs before Easter for the next 

ôExperienceõ ð Jane Rylands  

The pupils, staff, parents and 

friends, from The White House 

School came to St. Alkmunds, too, 

for their Christmas Service, which 

also, was very special.  

VISITS TO EDGELEY HOUSE,      

CLOVERFIELDS, WESTON HOUSE, 

AND ST. JOHNõS PARK.  Our small 

team of visitors visit the homes 

each month for a short service and 

we are grateful to the Prees Team 

of Clergy for their support on these 

occasions, when the residents    

enjoy singing a couple of hymns, 

listen to a bible reading, and      

receive Communion or a Blessing.  

Often there is time for a chat with 

the residents, and sometimes, even 

a cup of tea, which is always      

appreciated! If you feel you could 

join us, please speak to our Church 

Wardens, who will point you in the 

right direction!  Family and friends 

are always welcome to join in, too.  

Dates for January  

Monday 9th
 

  2.00 pm Edgeley 

House  

Tuesday 10
th 

2.00 pm Weston 

House  

                        3.00 pm Clover-

fields  

Thursday 12
th

  3. 00 pm St. Johnõs 

Park 

Dates for February  

Monday 13
th

 2.00 pm Edgeley 

House  

Tuesday 14
th

 2.00 pm Weston 

House  

          3.00 pm Clover-

fields  

Thursday 16
th

  3.00 pm St. Johnõs 

Park 

JUNIOR CHURCH & SERMON SLOT  

recommence after the Christmas 

break on Sunday 8
th

 January ð     

beginning at 10 am. We meet in 

the church office/Vestry and      

rejoin the congregation at The 

Peace. Please speak to Jane Rylands 

if you are interested in joining in, 

or just ring Jane on Tel. 663184.  

BIBLE STUDY GROUP ð We will 

meet on  - Wednesdays 11
th

 and 

25
th

 January, and the 8
th

 and 22
nd

 

February, as usual at 2 pm in the 

Church Office. If you are inter-

ested, please do speak to Roy or 

Marianne Hughes, new people are 

always welcome!  
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ROLFEõS 

The Family Funeral Service 

3rd Generation of Funeral Directors 

Offering a Personal Service 
Day or Night 

14 Station Road, Whitchurch 

           01948 662209  

HPC Registered 

Chiropodist/

Podiatrist  

Susan Haskey   
BSc (Hons) pod, DpodM, MChS. 

Corser House,  

17 Green End, Whitchurch.  

Tuesday and Thursday :  

07974 091984  

Matrimonial, Family and Care Department  

In -house Family Mediator & Collaborative Lawyer  

Wills, Probate, Tax Planning & Services For The Elderly  

Property Department  

Personal Injury  

& Industrial Disease Department  

All Accidents No Win No Fee  

Susan Howarth & Co. so l i c i t o r s 

www.susanhowarthsolictors.co.uk      01606 48777  

FREE Initial Interview  

FREE Monthly Saturday Surgery 10am ñ12noon  

Home Visits Possible È In-house Specialist  

Early Bird Surgery Every Tues & Thurs 8 -9am  

After Hours Surgery Every Tues & Thurs 5 -6 pm  

NORTHWICH 01606 48777  

41 Chester Way, Northwich, Cheshire  

CW9 5JE (opp. Co-operative)  

   Mile Bank Farm  
     Caravan & Camping Park  
 

 

John and Gill Lewis 

Mile Bank Farm 

Whitchurch 

Shropshire 

SY13 4JY 

Tel: 01948 662042 

Email: milebankfarmbandb@hotmail.co.uk 

Web: www.milebankfarmbandb.co.uk 
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Just one service was held on Christmas Morning which was conducted by 

Mark, Bishop of Shrewsbury, with his wife Mandy reading the Gospel. 

Luke 2:1 -14.  

After the service, Bishop Mark accompanied his brother Tom Rylands, to 

visit the Rotarians.   

"For over twenty years, Whitchurch Rotary Club has been preparing, 

cooking and delivering Christmas dinners for the elderly and needy in 

Whitchurch and the surrounding areas: this involves a team preparing 

vegetables on Christmas Eve and a large team of helpers actually      

cooking, dishing up and delivering the meals on Christmas Day, not to 

mention washing up too! To be able to prepare and deliver over 120 

meals on Christmas day is no mean feat and brings a great deal of      

happiness and cheer to those unable to prepare their Christmas dinner 

for themselves or who are on their own. This year it was a real treat for 

the Rotarians and helpers to receive a visit from the Rt Revd Mark        

Rylands, Bishop of Shrewsbury to see for himself how the major logistics 

operation was carried out! He spent time chatting to people and learning 

about the ways in which Rotary try to help those less fortunate and bring 

them a little Christmas Cheer!"  

Christmas Day cooking, serving and distributing over 120 Christmas  

dinners under the watchful eye of Head Cook, Peter Lowe.   

During the serving of the dinner, those gathered were delighted to      

receive a visit from the Rt Revd Mark Rylands, Bishop of Shrewsbury.  
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN 

WHITCHURCH ð We distributed 

4,000 Christmas Cards to homes in 

the town, listing all the Christmas 

Services being held in our various 

churches. Thank you  to everyone 

who helped in the distribution of 

them. The Week of Prayer for Chris-

tian Unity takes place between 18
th

 ð 

25
th

 January and Churches Together 

will hold a short service at St 

Georgeõs RC. Church, in Claypit 

Street at 7 oõclock on Wednesday 

18
th

 January and everyone will be 

most welcome.  During Lent we will 

be following the York Course,       

entitled òHanding on the 

Torchó (rather appropriate for     

Olympic year!) ð Sacred words for a 

secular world, and written by Canon 

Young. As our next meeting takes 

place on Monday 23
rd

 January, full 

details of our Lent programme will 

be made available, once these have 

been finalised at that meeting.  

 

 
SOCIAL WORKING GROUP  

We had a different venue for our 

Christmas Ceildh, it being held in 

Bargates Hall. It was a good     

evening, when Arthur Barnet, alas 

without the Tern Valley Tinkers, 

but who proved an excellent 

'caller' and who had everyone up 

on their feet dancing!! (some in 

fact, danced the night away - or 

almost, whilst others who were 

less able, where content to enjoy 

the company of others, just     

chatting! We enjoyed hot Pork 

Baps complete with apple sauce 

and crackling, mince pies and 

cream! Plus a glass of wine       

and even home made beer! Our 

thanks must go to the Social Com-

mittee who not only made all     

arrangements, but who also   

transformed the main hall for the 

evening!  

Doreen and Alan Ashurst  would like to say a big ôThank youõ for all the 

support and good wishes given to them both during Doreenõs recent 

hospitalization for knee replacement surgery and subsequent period of 

recovery.  This is now going quite well with mobility improving week by 

week, so we are now able to enjoy more time with our friends from St. 

Alkmundõs and the wider community.  Once a return to work can be 

considered we will, of course, need to be spending mid -week days in 

Warrington again. It has been wonderful to feel the warmth of the sin-

cere good wishes sent to us in recent times, which proves so very much 

that our decision to make our long -term home in North Shropshire has 

indeed been the correct one !  

PRAISE & PLAY - for pre -school children and their parents/carers. - At 

present, we meet on the 2
nd

 Friday of each month,  in church, between   

1-30 p.m. and 2.45 p.m. ð (January 13
th

 and  February  10
th 

).  Do please 

spread the word around and remind our young people when we meet, 

and that they will be given a warm welcome. -    

Heather Wilson & Rachel Hazelhust  
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Just one more wise man 

and weõve done it! 

Christmas Eve Crib Services . We counted 

everyone who came to the 2 Services, 612 at 

4.30 pm, & 319 at  6.30 pm. Fantastic!  

Both Services were exactly the same, and 

followed the same successful format as in 

previous years - the placing of the figures    

in the Crib, by families, who read a message 

about the figure they brought up. However, 

it was then The Archdeacon, the Ven. Paul 

Thomas decided to turn the tables. Instead 

of children dressing up, he cajoled the    

children to get adults to dress up complete 

with traditional blankets and tea towels as 

Mary and Joseph, shepherds, and wise men. 

But, in addition, he asked what else made 

Christmas for them - The children voiced 

various items including - turkey, Christmas 

tree, father Christmas, fairy, wine; The    

Archdeacon then produced some fantastic 

costumes, which the 'volunteers' donned! 

However, he then asked who the real    

Christmas was  about -leaving just Mary and    

Joseph (complete with baby Jesus), the 

shepherds and wise men, discarding     

everything else. There was no doubt,    

everyone got his message!! Then  

there was the magical moment when        

candles were lit by everyone, and the 

lights switched off for the singing of Away 

in A Manger).  

Midnight Service - (although now held    

at the earlier time of 11 pm) We were able 

to hold the traditional Midnight Service, 

thanks to Canon William Price who       

travelled from Wem, to take the service 

for us, and Angela who travelled from 

Bronington to play the organ.  

The service, the first communion of 

Christmas, is still much valued by those 

who attend it. (130 this year!)  
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Is this the ôrealõ Nativity? 

Surely not!  

Turkey  

Wine  

Snowman  Santa  

Fairy  

Joseph (complete with baby Jesus), the 

shepherds and wise men, discarding     

everything else. There was no doubt,    

everyone got his message!! Then  

there was the magical moment when        

candles were lit by everyone, and the 

lights switched off for the singing of Away 

in A Manger).  

Midnight Service - (although now held    

at the earlier time of 11 pm) We were able 

to hold the traditional Midnight Service, 

thanks to Canon William Price who       

travelled from Wem, to take the service 

for us, and Angela who travelled from 

Bronington to play the organ.  

The service, the first communion of 

Christmas, is still much valued by those 

who attend it. (130 this year!)  

Crib Festival - We were very pleased with the 

number of Cribs/nativity scenes at our Crib 

Festival held at on Sat 3
rd

 Dec, which  included 

a rather special set made by the very young 

children at Whitchurch Infant Schools' Nursery, 

including a Mexican angel, shepherds with 

Alpacas, and even a Kangaroo, along with 

Mary and Joseph, who had the most wonderful 

smiles of their faces, and the Wise Men. (Their 

theme being an international one) Thank you 

to the teams who looked after everyone      

during the day providing coffee, squash, and 

of course, 

mince pies and 

biscuits.  

Thank you to 

Susan Robbie 

& Anne Monie 

for organising 

the day!  


